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Surgical
Procedure

Problem

Valvar Stenosis
A narrowing occurs around the valve

that connects the bottom right heart
chamber to the main artery going to the
lungs (pulmonary artery).  The narrowing 
is at the pulmonary valve.

The narrowing makes it hard 
for the blood to leave the bottom right
heart chamber and go to the lungs for
oxygen.  The amount of oxygen-rich red
blood to the body is reduced.  The bottom
right heart chamber becomes enlarged.

Surgery is to open the valve and remove
the narrowing by cutting away the tissue.
This allows the blood to flow from the
bottom right heart chamber to the lungs 
for oxygen.  The type of surgery depends 
on how well the valve itself functions.  
The surgery is done through a median 
sternotomy (chest) incision.
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