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Penetrating Neck Injuries
Zone II

Obvious significant injuries (pulsatile bleeding, expanding hematoma)
Severe active bleeding

Shock not responsive to fluids
Air bubbling through wound

Yes No

Operation Hematoma
Penetration of platysma
Shotgun
Hemoptysis
Hoarseness
Dysphagia
Air in neck

Angiography±Exploration/Panendoscopy
(Judgment of attending surgeon)

This guideline is strictly a  "suggestion" and an educational tool for the management of the trauma patient.  In no way is it
intended to be a limited approach to the problems presented to the trauma team.  Obviously, many interpretations of this
guideline can be made which is quite appropriate to trauma care in individual circumstances.  The approach to each patient
should be individualized to fit the particular needs of the patient and the available resources of the trauma team.


