
Critical Response ‘09

Arthur M. Bohanan, Forensic Examiner, Bohanan’s Forensics, Inc., New Market, TN

J. Forrest Calland, MD, Assistant Professor, Department of Surgery, University of Virginia 
Health System, Charlottesville, VA

Alexander A. Grunsfeld, MD, Director of Stroke and Neurocritical Care, Martha Jefferson 
Hospital, Charlottesville, VA

David Grimsley, NREMT-P, CCEMT-P, FP-C, Flight Paramedic, Pegasus Flight Operations, 
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0700 – 0830	 Registration

0830 – 0930	 Arthur Bohanan, Child Fatality Investigations

0935 – 1035	 General Sessions

1035 – 1050	 BREAK

1050 – 1150  	 General Sessions

1150 – 1315	 LUNCH

1315 – 1415	 Alexander Grunsfeld, The Management of Stroke

1420 – 1520	 General Sessions

1520 – 1535	 BREAK

1535 – 1635	 J. Forrest Calland, Firearm Injuries

1635 – 1650 	 Wrap-up and Closing Remarks

SCHEDULE

SPEAKERS

KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS

Child Fatality Investigations
Arthur M. Bohanan, Police Specialist III

Child death investigation and the forensics surrounding the investigation is a completely 
different challenge when compared to the adult scene.  This presentation will walk the at-
tendee through several crime scenes to illustrate the unique features of pediatric forensic 
evidence.  The role of the EMS provider, crime scene preservation, and analysis of evidence 
will also be discussed.

Firearm Injuries, Ballistics and Politics
J. Forrest Calland, MD

This presentation addresses the issue of firearm injuries in the United States with an em-
phasis in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  The discussion will illustrate different classes of 
firearms, as well as demonstrate the specific wounds associated with each type of weapon.  
Appropriate triage, stabilization, and definitive treatment will be discussed.

The Management of Stroke–The Acute Period and Beyond
Alexander A. Grunsfeld, MD

The development of a highly functional primary stroke center has been demonstrated to 
reduce mortality and morbidity from stroke with improved functionality and quality of life 
for the patient.  This presentation discusses the rationale for developing stoke centers as 
well as current avenues of diagnosis/management of the stroke patient in both the prehos-
pital and hospital settings.

Subtle Clinical Findings in the 12 lead ECG
David Grimsley, NREMT-P, CCEMT-P, FP-C

This presentation will illustrate subtle electrocardiogram (ECG) findings that are of-
ten overlooked when identifying certain types of myocardial infarctions.  Discussion also 
includes the criteria used to differentiate between the various types of supraventricular and 
ventricular tachycardias.

Surviving and Managing the Difficult Airway:  A Hands-On Sur-
vival Guide 
Christy Hodge, BA, NREMT-P

This presentation incorporates both lecture and hands-on practical exercises using 
the SimMan Human Patient Simulator.  The SimMan will be used to demonstrate skills for 
improving visualization of the airway and management of the difficult airway.  Each session 
will be limited to 12 participants.

Viral Myocarditis in Children
Naomi Howard, RN, MSN, PNP

Myocarditis is an uncommon disorder in children usually caused by viral infections that 
reach the heart.  This lecture will explore the epidemiology, pathophysiology and clinical 
presentation of viral myocarditis in the pediatric population.  Both pharmacological and non-
pharmacological treatment modalities will also be discussed.

Street Drugs:  What’s the Deal?
Gene McCutcheon, BS, RN, CEN, EMT-P

This presentation explores America’s illicit drug problem with emphasis on its impact 
on the EMS community.  Included in the lecture are the basic classes of illicit drugs as well 
as characteristics and delivery methods of commonly abused substances.  Assessment and 
treatment of this patient population will also be discussed.

Neonatal Resuscitation/Intubating the Newborn
Alix Paget-Brown, MD, FAAP; Alison McAfee, RN

This presentation incorporates both lecture and hands-on practical exercises using the 
SimNewbie Patient Simulator.  The SimNewbie will be used to demonstrate the unique na-

ture of the neonatal airway.  Discussion and hands-on practice will include proper bag and 
mask ventilation as well as endotracheal intubation of the difficult airway.  Each session will 
be limited to 12 participants.

Weathering the Storm…Sympathetic Dysfunction after Trau-
matic Brain Injury
Tanya L. Prachar, RN, BSN, CNRN

This presentation will explore the pathophysiology of traumatic brain injury and its ef-
fect on the sympathetic and parasympathetic nervous system.  The diagnosis of sympathetic 
storming as well as the pharmacological and non-pharmacological treatment modalities will 
also be discussed.

Snake Bite Envenomation
David Lawrence, D.O.

This presentation describes the pathophysiology of the venomous snake bite. Discussion 
will focus on the physiologic effects of the snake’s venom of the human body. The lecture 
will outline the current treatment strategies for snake bites, as well as an overview for iden-
tifying venomous snakes.

The Cough and the Thoracic Surgeon: An Esophagopleural Fis-
tula Case Study
Christopher D. Willms, MD

Esophagopleural Fistula is an uncommon, but potentially lethal condition where the 
esophagus and respiratory system are connected due to a perforation of the tissues that 
normally keep them separated. This case study follows one patient through his clinical pre-
sentation, diagnosis, and surgical repair of his fistula. Radiological and surgical images will 
be used to illustrate teaching points.

Pediatric Rapid Cardiopulmonary Assessment for the Prehospi-
tal Provider
Dusty Lynn, RN, CCRN, Clinician IV

This presentation will focus on recognition and treatment of cardiopulmonary emergen-
cies in the pediatric population. Areas of discussion will be shock, respiratory failure and 
distress, cardiopulmonary failure, and pulseless arrest. 

Non-Invasive Ventilation in COPD and CHF
Ajeet G. Vinayak, MD

Non-Invasive ventilatory techniques such as CPAP and BiPAP are often used as a bridge 
to prevent endotracheal intubation. Two clinical scenarios where this has proven beneficial 
are chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and congestive heart failure. This presentation 
will present treatment strategies for deciding when and how to use non-invasive ventilation. 

Hose, Fluid and Pump: Understanding and Managing Shock
Robert E. Knox, RN, MSN, NREMT-P

This presentation will review the components of cardiac hemodyamics and describe how 
each is affected by different types of shock. The pathophysiology of shock will be discussed 
and the treatment for various shock states will be explained.

GENERAL SESSIONS

Christy Hodge, BA, NREMT-P, Education Specialist, University of Virginia Health System, 
Charlottesville, VA

Naomi Howard, RN, MSN, PNP, Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, Department of Cardiology, 
Virginia Commonwealth University Medical Center, Richmond, VA

Gene McCutcheon, BS, RN, CEN, EMT-P, Flight Nurse, Pegasus Flight Operations, University 
of Virginia Health System, Charlottesville, VA 

Alix Paget-Brown, MD, FAAP, Clinical Instructor, Department of Neonatology, University of 
Virginia Health System, Charlottesville, VA

Alison McAfee, RN, Clinician 3, Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, University of Virginia Health 
System, Charlottesville, VA

Tanya L. Prachar, RN, BSN, CNRN, Clinician 4, Nerancy Neuro Intensive Care Unit, Univer-
sity of Virginia Health System, Charlottesville, VA

David Lawrence, D.O., Assistant Professor, Department of Emergency Medicine, University 
of Virginia Health System, Charlottesville, VA 

Christopher D. Willms, MD, Thoracic Surgeon, Martha Jefferson Surgical Associates, Char-
lottesville, VA 

Dusty Lynn, RN, CCRN, Clinician IV, Extracorporeal Life Support Specialist, Children’s Na-
tional Medical Center, Washington, D.C.

Ajeet G. Vinayak, MD, Assistant Professor, Department of Medicine, University of Virginia 
Health System, Charlottesville, VA

Robert E. Knox, RN, MSN, NREMT-P, Pegasus Flight Operations, University of Virginia 
Health System, Charlottesville, VA
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REGISTRATION AND FEES
Registration is limited to 300 
participants.  We are pleased to 
provide you with an interesting 
program, lunch, snacks, a com-
memorative T-shirt and a portfo-
lio for just $30.00.  Please register 
early.  The deadline for registra-
tion is February 28, 2009.

DIRECTIONS
FROM CHARLOTTESVILLE/ALBEMARLE AIRPORT & RT 29 NORTH:
Exiting the airport, take the second right at the circle onto Airport 
Road.  Go approximately one mile to stop light, turn right onto Rt 
29 South.  Follow 29 South 2.6 miles.  After crossing the South Fork 
Rivanna River Bridge, turn right at the first traffic light onto Hilton 
Heights Road and proceed to the hotel.

FROM INTERSTATE 64:
Take exit 118-B. This exit will put you directly on the Route 29 North 
Bypass.  You will stay on the bypass approximately 4.5 miles.  The 
29 Bypass will merge with the 250 Bypass and you will remain on 
the 29 Bypass until you see a sign for Washington, DC and 29 North. 
This exit will be on your right hand side.  Take it and you will be di-
rectly on Route 29 North. Continue 3.5 miles.  The Doubletree Hotel 
is located on the left (Hilton Heights Road) beside Sam’s Club and 
Wal-Mart.

CANCELLATIONS
Cancellations received after February 28, 2009 will result in forfei-
ture of all registration fees.  Subsitutions will be accepted although 
certificates may not be available.

The staff of Pegasus is proud to present Critical Response ‘09.  
This is the 17th annual conference hosted by Pegasus.  We would 
like to thank our guest speakers who have so graciously volunteered 
their time and talents.

Nursing and Pre-Hospital Continuing Education
Credits have been applied for from the Air and

Surface Transport Nurses Association and the Virginia 
Office of Emergency Services.


