
Claude Moore Foundation’s $5 Million
Gift to UVa’s School of Nursing 
The Claude Moore Charitable Foundation of Fairfax, Va., has awarded the School of Nursing a chal-
lenge grant of $5 million for a planned school expansion that will include a new nursing education
building. The grant represents the largest single gift ever received by the School of Nursing. 

“Nurses play a vital role in meeting the health care challenges of our time,” said University
President John T. Casteen III. “With a facility that prepares nurses for the growing complexity of their
profession, the University will make a significant impact on the care delivered here and around the
globe. I am deeply grateful to the trustees of the Claude Moore Charitable Foundation for their vision,
generosity, and continuing commitment to nursing and medicine at the University.”

This marks the second time in two years that the foundation has made a major grant to the UVa
Health System. In December 2003, the foundation announced a gift of $12.5 million toward the School
of Medicine’s new medical education building. The new buildings will be constructed across from one
another, within sight of the Claude Moore Health Sciences Library, providing clear visual evidence of
the foundation’s leadership in advancing health care education at UVa.

The proposed four-story, 32,000-square-foot Claude Moore Nursing Education Building will
provide large, flexibly designed classrooms equipped with cutting-edge instructional technologies, a
Student Life Center offering much-needed space devoted to student life and organizations, computer
kiosks placed strategically throughout the building, conference rooms, and offices for administrators,
faculty, staff, and graduate students. 

When the new building is completed and part of the nursing school program has relocated there,
the reconfiguration and renovation of McLeod Hall will begin. Dean Jeanette Lancaster, R.N., Ph.D.,
F.A.A.N., noted:  “We have envisioned this expansion for a decade. Each year we turn away qualified
applicants due to a lack of space, at a time when the shortage of nurses is increasingly severe. The
foundation’s gift toward the new building will truly transform the School of Nursing, not only provid-
ing more and improved space, but also enabling the school to expand its research mission, upgrade its
clinical simulation labs, and graduate more new nurses.”

Three foundation trustees are University alumni: Jesse Wilson (Col. ’56, Law ’63), Peter Arntson
(Col. ’60, Law ’65), and Leigh Middleditch (Col. ’51, Law ’57). Wilson, who served with Middleditch

on the UVa Board of Visitors, said:
“Dr. Moore believed education to
be the engine that drives social
change and progress, and he
directed his philanthropy to that
important end. We are confident 
this cutting-edge education facility
will strengthen the School of
Nursing, not only enabling it to
improve methods of instruction, 
but also allowing the school to grow
during a time when the  shortage of
nurses has become a public health
problem for the Commonwealth
and the nation.” 

A Child’s Illness Leads
Shures to UVa
Allison and Randy Shure first came to UVa
Children’s Hospital to care for their desperately ill
son. Four years later, thanks to care they received,
their son is doing well. Now they are taking an
active role in making sure that UVa Children’s
Hospital remains a vital resource for other 
families in need. The Shures recently committed
to establishing a professorship in pediatric
neurology, as well as making a leadership gift to
the new children’s outpatient building.

“We felt an urgency to get involved,” said
Randy Shure, who also chairs the UVa Children’s
Hospital Campaign and serves as a UVa Health
Foundation trustee. “Most people don’t realize
how lucky we are to have a world-class facility
just minutes away.” 

The Shures, who now live in Charlottesville,
appreciate the importance of supporting
research and clinical facilities to bring new
treatments and cures to the children who need
them. “Our thanks go to the doctors and nurses
and those in the community whose selfless
efforts ensured that UVa Children’s Hospital was
there for our family,” said Allison Shure. 
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In December, friends of UVa Children’s Hospital were treated to a
tour of the newly renovated FFoooodd  LLiioonn  NNeeoonnaattaall  IInntteennssiivvee  CCaarree  UUnniitt
(NICU), a unit will help UVa better care for its smallest patients. 

The KKllööcckknneerr  FFaammiillyy  SSuuiittee includes overnight rooms that allow
mothers and fathers to spend time learning to care for their newborns
before they go home. Nearby, in the SSaarraahh  DDuu  BBoossee  FFuunndd  FFaammiillyy
EEdduuccaattiioonn  RRoooomm, families have access to materials that provide
instruction on caring for infants with special needs. They will also
have computer access to the most up-to-date information on infant
illnesses as well as support groups that connect families facing similar
challenges. And families will find comfort in the UUVVaa  HHoossppiittaall
AAuuxxiilliiaarryy  NNuurrttuurriinngg  aanndd  CCoouunnsseelliinngg  AArreeaa, where new mothers can
enjoy privacy while learning to nurse their babies and where families
can go to have meaningful discussions with their physicians and other
caregivers away from the general hub of activity.

According to R. Edward Howell, vice president and CEO of the
UVa Medical Center, the renovation will increase the capacity to care
for a greater number of newborns, while also providing the space,
resources, and support that newborns and their families need to thrive.
“This renovation is the first step in the UVa Health System’s enhanced
commitment to the children and families of our region,” noted Howell.
“The special elements reflected here—family support areas, increased

privacy, added information
resources—are the same
touches that we will incor-
porate throughout our
future plans for UVa
Children’s Hospital.” 

Infants were moved into the new
space in December. The next step will be
to renovate the older space to accommo-
date additional babies with special needs.
The renovation was made possible by a
$1 million commitment from Food Lion,
with additional generous gifts from
Klöckner Pentaplast, the Sarah Du Bose
Fund, and the UVa Hospital Auxiliary.
Many Central Virginia community
members also contributed through their
support of various fund-raising events.

Each year, UVa Children’s Hospital
cares for close to 500 infants in the
NICU. When the renovation is complete, it will include space for
some 41 infants at any given time. 
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Bigger—and Better—Spaces 
for Our Smallest Patients
Renovated NICU Opens for Business




