
Returning the Favor
Alum’s Generous Bequest Supports His “Second Home”

Burton Goodwin, M.D. (Col ’58, Med ’62), was the first person in his family to earn a college degree,
and he did it the hard way: relying on scholarships to pay for his undergraduate and graduate years 
at UVa. Now Goodwin and his wife, Carol, are giving something back to his alma mater—a very
generous bequest that will allow bright students to attend the UVa School of Medicine, no matter their
financial background.

Even though he was second in his Portmouth, Va., high school class, Goodwin knew there was 
no money in his family for college. But someone from the Norfolk Foundation urged him to apply for
the Florence L. Smith Scholarship, a full-ride scholarship to UVa. He won the award, but it came with
a stipulation: Administered on a monthly basis, the grant would only be renewed if the candidate
remained on the Dean’s List.

Goodwin did remain on the Dean’s List, even though he entered a new world when he came 
to Charlottesville. “The year was 1954, and I had just turned 17,” he remembers. “It was my first time
away from home, and UVa was a real eye-opener. It was a wild time.” But not for Goodwin, who was
forced to spend much of his time studying in the library. “I knew that if I slipped, I could not afford 
to come back on my own.”

His hard work paid off. After graduating as a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Goodwin won another
scholarship through the foundation, which paid for his medical education. He graduated second in his
class and was elected to the Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society. 

After a radiology residence at Emory University, and a stint in the Navy, Goodwin and his wife
settled in Savannah, Ga. He became director of diagnostic radiology at Memorial Health University
Medical Center where he led the radiology residency program. In 1997, he retired from his practice 
but continues to work part time. 

Since then, Goodwin and his wife have remained
active in their church, and are well-seasoned travelers.
Still, Goodwin remembers where it all began. “The bless-
ings I received, intellectually and financially, came through
UVa. I feel a great sense of beneficence and obligation to
the University,” he says.

After making sure their loved ones would be cared
for, the Goodwins chose to leave the bulk of their estate
to UVa. “By leaving our estate to someone other than
family, we will be able to help more people. Plus, 100
percent of our estate will go to work to help others. 
We won’t lose a portion to taxes.”

“UVa is a second home to me,” he explains. “This
gift allows me to make restitution for what was given 
to me—paying back what I was given, and more.”
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Throughout the UVa Health System, private support drives progress and
advances the mission of the Schools of Medicine and Nursing, the Medical
Center, and the Claude Moore Health Sciences Library. Helping lead this
charge at UVa is the Compass Rose Society, a prestigious group of medical
and nursing alumni, grateful patients, and philanthropists who have made
gifts of $250,000 or more to the Health System. On May 6th, this group came
together in the Harrison Institute for American Literature, History, and
Culture to discuss the future of health care and listen to presentations by some
of UVa’s innovative physician scientists.

“The compass rose was deliberately chosen to represent this group,”
explains Michael Morsberger, executive director of the UVa Health
Foundation. “The symbol reflects a time of bold exploration and a constant
search for what is beyond the horizon. UVa’s physicians, researchers, teachers,
and nurses are also explorers. They are pioneers in their fields who imagine
the future of 21st-century medicine. Private philanthropy helps them get
there.” 

Through their gifts, Compass Rose Society members are supporting the
Health System’s greatest asset, our people, helping retain and attract star
faculty and researchers, supporting the efforts of our health care providers,
and giving bright medical and nursing students the chance to attend UVa with-
out regard to their financial background.

Burton Goodwin, M.D. (Col ’58, Med ’62), knows how
vitally important scholarships are to helping bright
medical students attain their dreams. His generous
bequest will help others study at the School of
Medicine.
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Kenneth E. Greer, M.D. (Med ‘67)

Teacher, Physician,
Benefactor
Faculty Member Makes Commitment to
Medical Education at UVa

Kenneth E. Greer, M.D. (Med ’67), a nationally
known dermatologist and chair of the
Department of Dermatology, moves quickly
from examining room to examining room in
the UVa Medical Center’s outpatient clinic. In
his dual responsibilities as teacher and care-
giver, Greer carefully answers each patient’s
questions even as he addresses the more
complex clinical inquiries posed by the resi-
dents he supervises.

Not only is Greer a respected physician and
teacher, he is also a tireless fundraiser for the
dermatology department. And through his
efforts, the department will generously donate
$250,000 to the new medical education build-
ing fund. “While we are one of the smallest
departments at the Medical Center, our
commitment to medical education convinced us
to make a donation to honor the students and
residents who have rotated through the depart-
ment,” Greer explains.

Greer, a trustee of the Medical School
Foundation, last year raised $26,000 from
former residents and students. He challenges
other departments to follow his lead in
supporting the new building. 

Randy and Allison Shure (top) and
David and Ashton Harrison were
just two of the couples attending
this year’s Compass Rose Society
event honoring difference makers
at the University.

Benefactors, Rising Stars Meet to Discuss
the Future of Health Care at UVa

“The blessings I received, intellectually
and financially, came through UVa. 
I feel a great sense of beneficence and
obligation to the University.”

– BURTON GOODWIN, M.D.

                




