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Applies to: All full- and part-time clinical employed at the School of Medicine and
who also have contracts with HSF.

Reason for Policy: This policy clarifies how income from professional fees
charged to law firms will be allocated and provides for the use of University
resources in providing services related to patient care activities to law firms.

Policy Statement:

When a clinical faculty member is engaged by a law firm to provide professional
services that are related to patient care activities (i.e., expert witness, etc.), a
professional fee will be collected. The income from the professional fee will be
distributed with 55% of the income directed to the faculty member and 45% of the
income directed to the department. All disbursements to clinical faculty must be
approved by the department chair.

A clinical faculty may use University resources in preparing for the work
associated with providing permitted services to a law firm. These resources
include computer, email, telephone, fax, and secretarial assistance.



Procedures:

1. Fees should always be discussed in advance with the person requesting
services. Verify that the attorney or the firm (not the client) is prepared to
pay for the services.

2. Travel, meals, and lodging expenses should be reimbursed directly by the
law firm to the faculty member providing the service.

3. Each clinical chair may set departmental fees for these services. The
following are suggested rates:

a. Preparation time (i.e., library research, chart review) should be
charged at a rate of $250/hour.

b. Time spent giving depositions or testimony should be charged at
$400/hour. You may be called upon to render these services in
your office, in the office of the law firm, or in a courtroom.

c. Hours away from the Health System for travel time should be billed
at $250/hour.
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